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Investor Highlight: Walter Njboke
The Valley Economic Alliance (TVEA) wants to thank Walter Njboke of United Imaging for being
an active Board Member of TVEA and for referring several companies to connect and participate
in TVEA.
Walter Njboke is a Sustainability Account
Manager at United Imaging, a source for all
office products, technology services, and
contract furnishings. They offer guaranteed
savings on quality office products and supplies.
For all non-profits reading, United Imaging
currently has a non-profit revenue referral
program and you can reach out to Walter for
more information at
wnjboke@unitedimaging.com or call him at
(818)716-1515 ext. 161.

TVEA extends our gratitude to Walter for
referring Mark Ulrich of Poms & Associates.
Walter, thank you for spreading the excellent
works that we do for businesses and the
communities of the San Fernando Valley.
Pictured from left: Walter Njboke of United
Imaging and Mark Ulrich of Poms & Associates.

TVEA Success Story
Following My Dreams...
My journey with The Valley Economic Alliance (TVEA) started when I was an Event Manager for
Ruth's Chris Steakhouse. I was hosting events, networking and expanding business relationships
through the networking platform that TVEA set up.
I decided in 2019 that I would utilize the experience and knowledge that I had acquired through
my many years in the food and beverage industry to start my own event company called Bubles
Champagne. We cater beautiful Champagne Bottles stations for all occasions because "A party is
not a party, unless you hear the pop of a champagne bottle."
Shortly after I met with Jacqui Matsumoto of TVEA and
shared my aspiration of becoming a business owner, she
has been such a great support for me since the beginning
of my journey. She referred me to Gail Lara, TVEA's
Director of the Women's Collaborative Mentoring Program,
where I received directive training in small business
ownership. In June 2019, I started the process of applying
for a loan with the bank I personally used. I was
completely shocked when they denied me due to the fact
that my business was not established long enough.
Once again, I turned to TVEA to seek assistance with this
major concern that I was facing. I spoke with Yoryana
Aguilar, TVEA's Business Assistance Specialist, who
guaranteed that TVEA and its affiliated partners would do
everything it takes to help me. She assured me that I
would receive the funding I needed to launch my website
and promotional material so that I could get my business
off the ground.
Shortly after, I was granted a loan thanks to Yoryana and TVEA's determination to secure me the
funds that I need because they truly believe in me and my business. I am forever thankful to
TVEA for their support and desire to see me succeed.
Cheers!
Maya C. Entwistle

52nd Annual Pacoima Christmas Parade

The 52nd Annual Pacoima Christmas Parade was held on Saturday, December 14, 2019 from
9:00am to 12:00pm.
The parade started at Pacoima Neighborhood City Hall and went through Laurel Canyon
Boulevard to Van Nuys Boulevard. Family and friends gathered along the streets to watch and
participate in celebrating the holiday season. The
theme of this years parade was "Childhood Memories
and Wishes Beyond."
The Pacoima Christmas Parade is the longest running
parade in the San Fernando Valley.
The Valley Economic Alliance (TVEA) attended and
participated in the Christmas Parade with Kenn Phillips
and wife, Lynne Phillips, representing TVEA. The two
were escorted through the streets in their own classic
car waving to parade viewers.
Other participants included Arleta High School and
San Fernando High School band, performers,
equestrians, church organizations and members of
Pacoima Beautiful and Pacoima Neighborhood
Council.
Some special guests included celebrity Danny Trejo,
Congressman Tony Cárdenas, Councilmember
Monica Rodriguez, Santa and Mrs. Claus.
Pictured from left: Lynne Phillips and Kenn Phillips of TVEA.

Board Members Unite to Save Organization $160,000
The Valley Economic Alliance (TVEA) has been bringing together leaders of the community to
help assist businesses throughout the San Fernando Valley for decades. One of these successful
connections was made at the "Heart of Giving" event coordinated by TVEA at Tierra Del Sol in
2019.
Omar Rahmat is a TVEA Board Member and the Managing Partner at Office Technology
Partners, a professional cost management and containment firm that specializes in assisting nonprofit organizations reduce their cost of operation on technology and facility related contracts.
Matthew Thornton is also a TVEA Board Member and CEO and Scout Executive at the Boy
Scouts of America, the West Los Angeles County Chapter, one of the largest scouting
organizations in the United States helping the youth learn how to be upstanding citizens and
valuable assets to the community. Upon meeting, Omar and Matt began discussing ways that
Office Technology Partners could benefit the Boy Scouts of America by helping them save money
on their cost of office technology and telecom contracts.
Matt admitted that he was initially
skeptical of the offered services
as Omar was not the first to
approach him with promises of
"saving the organization money."
However, Omar assured Matt that
his services are strictly
contingency based and would
only serve the best interest of the
Boy Scouts of America as Office
Technology Partners is paid only
if they achieve the results desired
by the client.
With Matt's blessing and
leadership, Office Technology
Partners helped Boy Scouts of
America, the West Los Angeles
County Chapter, save nearly
$90,000 in office equipment cost

and $70,000 on its phone and internet cost. This successful collaboration among these TVEA
board members resulted in nearly $160,000 savings!
By actively participating in TVEA's board, Omar Rahmat and Matthew Thornton were able to
realize the potential benefits of being a part of a board that promotes transparency, collaboration
and interaction among its members.
We congratulate both Omar Rahmat and Mathew Thornton on their recent success!

Testimonial with PathLite Consulting Group CEO and
Corporate Trainer Chandra L. McPherson
The Women's Collaborative Mentoring Program and The Valley Economic Alliance (TVEA)
have both created a wonderful experience for my personal life and business, PathLite Consulting
Group. Both Gail Lara and Kenn Phillips of TVEA, have personally helped me to improve my
presentation skills and improve my business model.
Most recently, I participated in The Launch and
Grow program. Not only did I learn how to build
a business plan (using the Operation Hope
Software), but I also learned about the extensive
network of people and businesses that are
invested in the development and success of my
small business through Access LA and other
similar meetings. These networking opportunities
have opened my eyes to a plethora of
opportunities to grow my business and to network
with City and State officials in California. I would
have never known about these opportunities
without Gail. She is constantly pushing me and
cheering on my success. Because of this program,
I do not feel so alone while trying to find clients
and while trying to "get my foot in the door."
Since graduating from The Launch and Grow
program, I had the opportunity to meet with both Gail and Kenn in order to become a recipient of
their Advisory Team to help my company continue to grow and identify my own Advisory Board.
Kenn provided suggestions for improving my presentation, my slide deck, and how to set myself
apart as a Business Consultant. The delivery of his suggestions was very kind, gracious and
precise. They were well received, as well!
My business model has changed for the better thanks to Gail and Kenn. I look forward to
continue working with them.
Chandra L. McPherson

In the News
Nury Martinez is elected first Latina president of the Los
Angeles City Council
By: Rachel Brown and Sid Garcia
The Los Angeles City Council on Tuesday unanimously elected Councilwoman Nury Martinez as
its president, making her the first Latina to lead the 15-member body in the city's history.
Martinez, who represents the northeast San Fernando Valley, became the first Latina and second
woman elected president of the council.
The vote was held by councilmembers during their meeting Tuesday and was followed by a burst
of applause in the chamber.
"My dad would be so proud today.
As the daughter of immigrants, as

the daughter of a dishwasher and
a factory worker, it is incredibly,
incredibly personal for me to
ensure that children and families
in this city become a priority for all
of us," said LA City Council
President Elect Martinez.
She said she'll go into more detail
about what she wants to do after
she takes over for current Council
President Herb Wesson.
Wesson is stepping down so he
can campaign for a seat on the LA County Board of Supervisors.
Martinez was asked if the residents of Los Angeles trust city hall after FBI raids on one
councilmans office and home and a city investigation into her 2015 campaign fundraising, that
was later dropped by the city attorney.
Martinez responded: "Transparency in government is important so that the voters can continue to
feel confident that their government is working for them."
During her time on the council, Martinez has been appointed by Wesson to serve as assistant
president pro tem and president pro tem in 2017 and 2018, respectively.
Martinez, the daughter of Mexican immigrants, grew up in Pacoima and was elected to the
council in 2013. She is the first woman elected council president since Pat Russell in 1983.
Martinez is scheduled to begin her term on Jan. 5, 2020.
Click here to watch Nury Martinez's Inaugural Speech

Out and About
Jacqui Matsumoto of The
Valley Economic Alliance
attended the holiday mixer
hosted by the Filipino
American Chamber of
Commerce of Greater Los
Angeles on December 18,
2019 at Marie Calendars in
Sherman Oaks.

The Valley Economic Alliance (TVEA) met with
Helen Ritenou, Account Executive, and Yesenia
Monroy, VP of Sales Operations & Clients Success
for Park Place on Wednesday, December 11, 2019.
The Park Place is a woman-owned business located
in San Fernando Valley that has been serving
business since 2016. They offer client focused
payment solutions plans. TVEA met with Park Place
to share their services and to refer businesses that
are in need of merchant services.
Pictured from left: Helen Ritenour of Park Place,
Angelica Banuelos of TVEA, Yoryana Aguilar of

TVEA, Yesenia Monroy of Park Place, and Kenn
Phillips of TVEA.

Kenn Phillips and Jacqui Matsumoto visited
with Rebecca Lienhard, CEO of Tierra Del
Sol for an investor update.
The two met with the CEO to provide updates
on The Valley Economic Alliance (TVEA)
progress and discuss if TVEA could provide
any additional assistance.
Pictured from left: Kenn Phillips of TVEA,
Rebecca Lienhard of Tierra Del Sol and Jaqui
Matsumoto of TVEA.

Pictured from left: Kenn Phillips of The
Valley Economic Alliance (TVEA), Jared
Cowan, Margarita Rodriguez, Randy Witt,
Chair of TVEA and Oscar Urrutia.

Save the Dates
Board of Governors Meeting & HousingX (Invite Only)
Thursday, February 20, 2020
8:00am-10:00am
SRAR
Access to Capital Workshop
Tuesday, February 25, 2020

9:00am-10:30am
TVEA BFG Board Room
LA Home Buyers/Ownership Conference
Saturday, April 18, 2020
9:30am-2:00pm
Hilton Woodland Hills
Aviation Career Day
Wednesday, April 22, 2020
9:00am-2:00pm
Van Nuys Airport
Board of Directors Meeting (Invite Only)
Thursday, April 30, 2020
8:00am-9:30am
TVEA BFG Board Room
Board of Governors Meeting & Steve Allen Education Awards & WorkforceX (Invite Only)
Thursday, May 28, 2020
5:00pm-7:00pm
Airtel Plaza Hotel
Access to Capital Workshop
Saturday, May 30, 2020
9:00am-2:00pm
Hilton Woodland Hills

The Valley Economic Alliance | 818-379-7000 | information@economicalliance.org |
www.thevalley.net

Your Success Is Our Business!TM
The Mission of The Valley Economic Alliance is to engage and unite Valley stakeholders to raise
standards of living and economic vitality across the San Fernando Valley.

