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The mission of The Valley Economic Alliance is to engage and unite Valley stakeholders to
raise standards of living and economic vitality across the San Fernando Valley.

​Mark your calendar
January 15, 2021

Join an Alliance Committee

The Valley Economic Alliance holds monthly meetings of community leaders who discuss
pertinent topics of interest to the economic vitality of our region. If you are a business,
government, or nonprofit leader, you are invited to join us for insightful discussions on topics
such as: Economic Development, Education & Workforce Development, and Livable &
Sustainable Communities. Together, the stakeholders of The Alliance are advancing the
region, strengthening our economy, and building our community even through this challenging
time. For more information, email info@economicalliance.org.

Metro Community Conversations

From Calabasas to
Glendale, North Hollywood
to Northridge, the San
Fernando Valley has "Main
Streets" that contribute to
the local economy and
personality of our
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neighborhoods. The Valley
Economic Alliance
President & CEO, Sonya
Blake, presented at Metro's
Community Conversation
on September 30 on "Main
Street San Fernando
Valley: Sustainable
Economic Futures." Click
to listen. To participate in
the development of your
local “Main Street”, email

info@economicalliance.org. 

Adelante LatinX Business Hub

The Alliance launched Adelante LatinX Business Hub on-line virtual event on October 14
featuring Sonia Smith-Kang, Founder of Mixed Up Clothing; Rafael De La Rosa of California
State University, Northridge; Priscilla Chavez of PCL Construction; Felipe Cusnir of Swell
Capital; and Gloria Govan of GORDiTOS.

The panel participated in a lively discussion of the LatinX experience in the Valley, ways to
pivot retail stores and restaurants, creating new revenue streams through contracting,
exporting, and attracting foreign investment. The network will continue to share information and
resources of interest to Latino and Latina business owners and interested individuals are
invited to join the Adelante Facebook group at: Facebook.com/groups/AdelanteHub, where
resources, events, and COVID-19 Emergency Assistance is posted. Another Facebook group
geared toward African American-owned businesses is also available at:
Facebook.com/groups/OnyxHub.

Special thanks to our event sponsor, the San Fernando Valley Business Journal.

SFV Rising Strong Buy Local Campaign

In anticipation of the holiday shopping season, The Alliance will
reopen it’s popular SFValley Rising Strong Buy Local Campaign
offered in August. In partnership with the United Chambers of
Commerce, we invite local, independently-owned businesses to
apply to be featured in our upcoming buy local social media
campaign. Businesses must be located in one of the following
areas: City of Burbank, City of Calabasas, City of Glendale, City of
Los Angeles's San Fernando Valley, or the City of San Fernando.
We are seeking to spotlight 20 companies that are open for
business in person or online, that represent the rich diversity of our

small business community, and that demonstrate commitment to employee, customer, and public
health. 
Click here to apply.
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Congratulations!

​The Alliance congratulates Richard Katz, Alliance Board of Directors Chair
Emeritus, who has been appointed to the L.A. City Council Redistricting
Commission. The 21-person commission will make recommendations for
new districts based on Census Bureau data and public input.

​Upcoming Events
See what's happening this month.

Virtual Trade Mission with Vietnam

The Mayor’s of International Affairs is organizing a two-day virtual trade mission (Oct 20, 21) to
Vietnam in the areas of architectural design and sustainable construction, cybersecurity and e-
commerce, renewable energy and clean technology, and smart city innovations. It will start with an
embassy briefing on October 20 and have two days to cover the mentioned sectors. The program is
offered at no-cost and is designed to be an opportunity for established exporters to expand their sales
and develop new leads, as well as a primer for companies that are new to exporting to Vietnam or
even just curious. The more established companies may have opportunities to present their products
and services to the Vietnamese officials and business representatives. For the "entry-level"
companies, it's more of a fact-finding opportunity and a chance to see how a trade mission works with
very little financial and time commitment. Click here for more.

We are pleased to announce that the second
round of the HartBeat of Main Street Grant
Program will open on Thursday, Oct. 22 at
9am PT. In partnership with The Hartford, the
program will continue to fund solutions that
help small business owners respond and
adapt to the COVID-19 pandemic, and also
help to revitalize and strengthen older and
historic downtown commercial districts.  
A link to the application will be posted on our program webpage as soon as the application opens. In
the meantime, you can review a PDF version of the application here.  

A few important things to note:
Applications will open on Thursday, Oct. 22 at 9am PT and must be submitted by Thursday, Oct. 29
at 4:59pm PT. 
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All Round 1 grant applicants have been notified about the status of their submissions, and grant
recipients will be publicly announced on Oct. 21.

Please review our program website and FAQ before completing an application.

Join CCLA for a workshop led by Brian Buck,
CEO of Scotwork (USA), the world's leading
negotiation training organization. At Scotwork,
they transform the way the world negotiates.
Why? Because most deals disappoint, ethics
are lacking at the negotiating table, and
people are wasting too much time arguing
positions instead of negotiating value. There’s
a far more conscious way to negotiate. This
hands-on workshop will debunk some of the myths held by negotiators and provide you some tools
that you can use for a more conscious negotiation.

Details:
CCLA Speaker Series: Conscious Negotiating
Wednesday, October 28th, 6:00pm - 7:30pm PT via Zoom

$10 off discount code CCLATVEA - If you buy your ticket before October 26th, it will be $5 and if you
register after it will be $15.
Register 

HELP FOR YOUR
BUSINESSES
Our Business Technical
Assistance Team is standing by
to help San Fernando
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Valley businesses navigate the
complex landscape of resources
available.
​Call 818-379-7000 or click here to
complete a Business Intake Form
to tell us about your needs. A
consultant will respond with
referrals to the right resources for

you.

Making An Impact

The Valley Economic Alliance assisted Mr.
Tortilla to increase its workforce by
introducing the company to New Horizons,
an Alliance partner and workforce
development leader. Located in the City of
San Fernando, Mr. Tortilla a fast growing
company known for launching the “1 carb
15 calorie taco tortilla”. The company’s
healthier version of a favorite staple has
enabled them to achieve 7-figure sales and
expand to a second factory. Mr Tortilla has
expanded to approximately 60 employees
and is continuing to create jobs. The
Alliance is proud to support Mr. Tortilla and
congratulates the company on its growth.
More information about Mr. Tortilla is
available at 1carb.com or by contacting
Anthony Alcazar, President mrtortilla.com

MPress Printing in Burbank reached out to
The Alliance for assistance when the
company received a request for a quote for
product packaging. Although the printing
company specializes in design and printing
of marketing materials and custom printing
for businesses, they do not produce
packaging in-house. However, Stan Gelfer,
the owner of the company, had participated
in The Alliance’s Accelerator program and
knew who to call. The Alliance connected
him with CMTC (California Manufacturing
Technology Corp.), an Alliance partner,
who has a robust network of packaging
manufacturers able to meet his technical
requirements. This connection facilitated
obtaining competitive quotes quickly,
enabling him to earn the business and
impress the client. More information about
MPress Printing is available at mpress.la.

​Tell Us How We Have Helped

We want to hear from you about how The Valley Economic Alliance has helped you. Please
submit your story to info@economicalliance.org.

Investor Spotlights

Burbank Economic Development champions the
entrepreneurial spirit, and supports programs that nurture
and inform the next generation of business talent. Burbank’s
entrepreneurial programs help businesses connect with
resources to inspire, empower, and grow. With dedicated
entrepreneurial events, one-on-one consulting, personalized
business trainings, and a digital media lab, Burbank is a
proven high-tech hub offering businesses and entrepreneurs
the resources to succeed. The City’s investment in the ONE
Burbank High-Speed Fiber Optic Network has favored the
growth of the creative industry, offering the ideal environment
for media, entertainment, and hi-tech companies. Business

https://forms.gle/Jas91gfEGuA1UM1M7
https://forms.gle/Jas91gfEGuA1UM1M7
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forward initiatives, and a high concentration of LEED
Certified office/tech space tailored to media, creative,
biotech, and green industries, have made Burbank the
perfect home base for companies wanting to grow, prosper,
and compete. 
 
Now, the award winning Burbank Tech Talks events have
gone virtual to help serve the broader business community.
The FREE webinars feature information on best practices,
strategies, and resources to help support the business
community through the crisis of the pandemic and into
recovery and resiliency. For more information, view past
recorded webinars, and to register for the next FREE
webinar, we invite you to visit: http://econdevburbank.com.

Ricoh USA offers workplace solutions and digital
transformation services designed to help manage and
optimize information flow across your business. Wherever
your employees are working, it’s critical they have easy and
secured access to the documents, business processes and
communication tools they need to remain productive and
connected. The way we work has changed. As restrictions
and protocols evolve, businesses will continue to face new
challenges. Ricoh is pleased to assist the business
community to ensure that your employees can work safely
and efficiently wherever they may be, often helping
businesses to transition to more affordable technology
solutions.

For more information view this video or email
Walter.Njboke@ricoh-usa.com.

POMS & Associates Insurance is a proven resource in
providing innovative and cost-effective solutions to meet
those needs. Custom solutions may involve: risk control
services; selecting and implementing new employee benefits
plans; acting as a client’s advocate in property claim
situations, crisis planning, products liability, retention and
alternative finance programs and independent audits on your
Workers Compensation and General Liability billing to
improve your bottom line.  

Contact Mark Ulrich, Sr. Vice President
mulrich@pomsassoc.com 310-307-3102

More
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