
 
Recap of UCC Government Affairs meeting of June 21, 2021 

 

The June UCC gov’t affairs meeting fell on the Summer Solstice and the first full week of the State reopening. The 

week before CalOSHA announced their guidelines for businesses to follow. To help understand those orders, we 

had Anders Corey from the LA County Department of Public Health to explain the latest regulations. Many 

questions were asked and answered mostly around the use a face masks in retail and office based businesses 

 

At last month’s meeting, there was a presentation about the "Build Shelter Now" coalition with a request for UCC 

to join. We did not take action then, but this month, Diana Yedoyan from the Hollywood Chamber, gave a recap 

and clarification of that presentation and a motion was made to join. With a majority vote and after the 3-day 

notification, UCC will be a member of the Build Shelter Now coalition. 

 

In the spirit of being inclusive and responsive to our members, there were 2 issues that were asked to be 

addressed at the meeting. Fred Sutton from the California Apartment Association would like to have UCC take a 

position on AB1401 which would basically eliminate the minimum parking requirement for developments around 

transit areas. As our policy is on issues that are not clearly in our positon guidelines, Carter Rubin, a Mobility and 

Climate Advocate from the Natural Resources Defense Council and presenting a proponent description of the bill. 

There was a Legislative analysis of the bill that was sent out and there were opposing comments but we could not 

confirm an opposing presentation, so we did not entertain a motion. 

 

David Honda, a well known, long term community leader highlighted a case that sits before the Appeals court that 

seems have gone unnoticed until this point. It will affect contractors, raising their costs and other concerns. There 

was an article from Capital Weekly in the handout package sent out that David’s presentation was based on. 

Bonnie Bursk, an attorney from Granada Hills pointed out that this case is actually very narrow in scope and might 

not be as onerous as the article described. 

 

There were legislative reps from all levels of government highlighting bills and actions our elected have done and 

are doing for us. Kevin Tamaki, from Councilman Blumenfield’s CD3 office pointed out a webinar to help 

restaurants cope within the current health and business climate. The webinar is June 30th (contact the CD3 office 

for more details). Hopefully, insight will be given to AB1276 and City Council File 21-0064 which will restrict the 

use of all single use food ware accessories. Vahid Khorsand, from the Mayor’s office, described the $450,000 

Chambers of Commerce Relief Fund where grants of $5,000 to $10,000 can be awarded to Chambers in the City of 

Los Angeles. 

 

Our next meeting is July 19th via Zoom, and you are welcome to attend. Contact Marian@unitedchambers.org for 

detailed info. As a side note, a poll was taken at the meeting to determine if we should go back to meeting in 

person or continue on Zoom. How would you have voted? 

 

Richard Fisk, Government Affairs Chair 
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