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COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF THE VALLEYS HOSTS HOMELESSNESS & HOUSING 
CONFERENCE FOCUSED ON THE SAN FERNANDO AND SANTA CLARITA VALLEY REGIONS 

 
Sherman Oaks, CA - The Community Foundation of the Valleys in partnership with The Valley 
Economic Alliance, announces a multi-sector conference addressing solutions and innovations 
for addressing the critical needs of the unhoused as well as the urgent need for more housing 
development in the greater San Fernando and Santa Clarita Valleys. The conference will be held 
on Friday, December 3rd from 8:00 AM until 2:00 PM at Los Angeles Pierce College, 6201 
Winnetka Avenue in Woodland Hills. 
 
Thirteen local community and business organizations planned the conference to ensure the 
widest and deepest engagement from stakeholders.  “This is the first conference of its type 
focused solely on the San Fernando and Santa Clarita Valley regions,” said Marianne Haver Hill, 
Board Chair of the Community Foundation of the Valleys and the Chair of the conference planning 
committee.  “Our expectation is that by bringing together a diverse group of speakers and 
attendees, the conference dialogue will deliver viable solutions for addressing the challenges of 
homelessness and housing development.” 
 
Conference keynote speakers include Christopher Hawthorne and Kerry Morrison.  Hawthorne is 
the chief design officer of the City of Los Angeles and will focus on New Housing Paradigms for 
Los Angeles.  Morrison, is the founder of Heart Forward LA.  Morrison’s presentation will focus 
on The Unhoused and the Mentally Ill.   One of two panel discussions, titled The Challenge of 
Homelessness, will be facilitated by Wendy Greuel, chair of the Los Angeles Homeless Services 
Authority Commission.  The second panel presentation titled, The Challenge of Housing will be 
facilitated by Helmi Hisserich, senior principal and co-lead of the housing team with Lesar 
Development Consultants.   
 
“There is a real connection between the homeless crisis and the availability of affordable housing 
as well as all types of housing development,” said Fred Gaines, the Board Chair of The Valley 
Economic Alliance.  “The best way to address these issues is through this multi-sector approach 
working collaboratively with business and community leaders, the public sector, faith-based 
leaders and with representatives from homeless service agencies.”   

-More- 
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For more information about the conference, registration fee, conference agenda and to view the 
list of sponsors, visit www.valleygiving.org.   
 
 
Formed in 2003, the Community Foundation of the Valleys is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt community 
organization that serves the San Fernando and Santa Clarita Valleys.  The Community Foundation 
of the Valleys’ mission is to inspire, encourage and facilitate charitable giving for lasting impact 
on those who live in the region.  The Homelessness and Housing Conference is the first of several 
new strategies that the Foundation will pursue to bring sectors together to address the critical 
issues of homelessness, housing and poverty.   
 
Current Board Members include Cassie Carter, Jocelyn Guihama, Tamara Gurney, Heath 
Goldman, Marianne Haver Hill (Board Chair), Michael Koch and William Wolf.   
 
For more information about the Community Foundation of the Valleys, visit 
www.valleygiving.org.     
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